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In the next week, you will be receiving a personal invitation to a Cottage Meeting.  

Cottage Meetings will be the best opportunity to learn more about the Kindle the 
Fire campaign.  During the meeting, you will mingle with fellow Mount Olive mem-

bers in a small group setting, share a short Bible study, watch the Kindle the Fire 

DVD starring our very own Mount Olive members and learn more about Kindle 
the Fire through the campaign booklet.  The meetings will last about an hour.    

 

If for some reason you cannot attend the cottage meeting to which you are invited, please contact the church 

office to find another meeting.  Meetings will be held every day between May 16 and May 28ðweôre sure that 

we can find a cottage meeting that fits your schedule! 

Cottage Meetings are coming! 

Thank you to our Cottage Meeting Hosts and Bible Study Leaders! 
Don and Elaine Berlinski Jeff & Anne Shearier Charlie & Karen Thies 

Richard & Christine Pittenridge Charlene Endsley-Burge Joe & JoAnn Stibrich 

Robin Kurth Gary & Wanda Johnson Kevin & Marnie Chambless 

Frank & Sandi Bair Roy & Lenore Sande Gary & Angela Bond 

Ray & Peggy Wendell Scott & Lyndsay Johnson Tom & Jane Fields 

Bob & Jackie Swedberg Walt & Jean Derr Eric & Sharon Loftsgaarden 

Charles & Melanie Butler Don & Kristine Van Dyke Frank & Vicky Candelaria 

Brian & Kathy Pelepchan Matt & Amy Huebschmann Larry & Phyllis Eifler 

Stan & Claudia Humbargar Larry & Nancy Kraft Brent & Michelle Howard 

Ed Kilgore Steve Polson Adam Johnston 

Jim Downs Stan McKinster Arnie Wirth 

Duane Asmus Kevin Hixson Howell Parker 

Dan Bacon Kevin Chambless Eric Bame 



Whatôs wrong with this picture? 

We currently pay almost $100,000 per year for our mortgage and bus 

loan debt.  While we spend less than $5,000 per month on ministries, 

we spend more than $8,000 per month on our debt.  

 

Paying off the churchôs debt frees us from the monthly mortgage and 

bus loan payments and provides us the freedom to use that money to 

expand our ministry! 

 

Imagine being part of a congregation that can REACH out to the lost through targeted outreach 

programs because we have funds available.  Imagine being part of a congregation that can 

CARE for others through local, national and international ministries because we are financially 

nimble.  Imagine being part of a congregation that can BUILD new churches in Denver because 

we have the experience and the finances to do it. 

 

We CAN be that congregation!  Together, we can eliminate our debt so that the Gospel fire will 

burn even more brightly among us.     

Do you like to eat?  Do you have a special talent to share with our congregation?  Then make 

plans now to attend the Kindle the Fire BBQ Dinner Pledge Party and Talent Show!  Bring 

your Kindle the Fire Pledge card, your appetite and your talent!  Weôll provide the rest!   

 

 Where:   Mount Olive Fellowship Hall 

 When:    Saturday, June 5 from 6-8 pm 

 $$$:    FREE!!! 

 

 

Please sign up on the board in the Narthex to let us know that you are coming.  We only have 

12 talent show slots so sign up soon!  You donôt have to perform to have dinner.   

Pledge Party and Talent Show! 



Does My Gift Matter? 
 

We are a gifted church. God has all the resources we need 

to accomplish His mission. The more than 45 years that 

Mount Olive has existed have seen our God put His re-

sources to work.  Stewardship is how we use what God 

has given us. But the question can be raised ï Does my 

gift matter? The straight, simple answer is YES! We need 

you! Will you give?  Kindle the Fire is both a prayer for 

the Holy Spirit to renew us by His gifts and an opportu-

nity for us to put His gifts into action. 

 

We ask, without embarrassment, for we are not asking 

only for our congregation, but for all the people who are 

touched by our congregation. We want to be focused out-

ward:  to reach the first-time visitor who encounters the 

very presence of God in our worship and fellowship; to 

care for a grieving family grappling with loss; and to build 

up an excited child in VBS whose smile gives witness to 

knowing the love of Jesus. 

 

I could go on, but I think you get the idea.  We are called 

to reach out, care for and build one another toward matur-

ity in Christ.  Our God has gifted us for His mission.  Do 

we clutch at those gifts to keep for ourselves?  Do we give 

as He has given us? 

 

Paul wrote to the Corinthiansðand so also to you and me, 

ñNow it is not necessary for me to write to you about the 

ministry of the saints for I know your eagernesséThe 

point is this:  the one who sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, the one who sows bountifully will also reap 

bountifully.  Each of you must give as you have made up 

your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to provide you 

with every blessing in abundance, so that always having 

enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every 

good work.ò(2 Corinthians 9:1,6-8)  Our gifts flow from 

His gift. 

 

Does my gift matter? Yes. Will you be part of mak-

ing so much happen at Mount Olive? Will you give 

of your time, talents, and resources for the further-

ing of Godôs kingdom?  Your gift to the Kindle the 

Fire campaign is not just an amount that will help 

pay down our debt.  Your gift frees Mount Olive to 

direct Godôs gifts to be used to touch those people 

already mentioned.  Your gift frees Mount Olive to 

direct Godôs gifts into areas of ministry we havenôt 

yet imaginedðbut our Lord has prepared them in 

advance for us to do. 

 

Does my gift matter?  Remember  the widow whose 

gift was two small copper coins?  Jesus pointed to 

her gift because it cost her dearly.  Yes, He was 

using her gift to point to His giftðHe would give 

everything He had, including His life on the 

crossðfor us.  But, yes, He was also pointing to her 

gift as an example of how we can give in response 

to Godôs gift.  The widow gave  what she had be-

cause she trusted Godôs mercy.  She gave out of 

Godôs abundance rather than her poverty.  Thatôs 

what trust does. 

 

Weôve spent time in the ñwildernessò as part of 

Kindle the Fire.  In the Old Testament, God calls 

and leads His people into and through the wilder-

ness to call and lead them closer to Him.  In the 

New Testament, Jesus goes into the wilderness to 

overcome the temptations to keep Godôs gifts for 

ourselves and to win that victory for us.  Renewed 

and rekindled, we are ready to again put our faith 

and trust into action.  Your gift is your way of put-

ting His victory into actionðto show yourself that 

Jesusô victory matters. 

 

Prayerfully consider your gift.  I pray giving it will 

bring you joy, knowing that your gift matters. 

 

Pastor Jeff Shearier 



Kindle the Fire:  Fanning the Flame of God's Gifts 
  

Case Statement: 
  

Mount Olive is nearly a half century old. Where other congregations might be content to maintain and 

look inward, the members of Mount Olive will not sit idly by. We will kindle the fire of the Gospel by 

taking up new ministry opportunities in the community and the congregation.  However, our $8,000 

monthly debt payment is holding us back. It is suffocating the flame of the Gospel and restricting our 

ability to capitalize on new opportunities.  Together, we can eliminate our debt so the Gospel fire will 

burn even more brightly among us.  Imagine the possibilities!  

May 8 Participate in the Prayer Vigil. 

May 9 Bring your Petunias to church. 

May 16-29 Attend a Cottage Meeting. 

June 5 Attend the Pledge Party! 

June 5-6 Return your Pledge Card. 

This Weekend at Mount Olive! 

Save these Dates! 

Spiritual Pledge 

 

On May 9th, please bring your spiritual pledge card 

and a petunia as a symbol of your spiritual pledge 

to our Lord, to Mt. Olive and to spreading the gift 

of Godôs love. 

 

We will present our offerings in church and then 

plant them outside the front doors to remind us of 

our new spiritual commitment. 

Prayer Vigil  

 

We need your heart, your mind and your folded hands for prayer at the Kindle the 

Fire Prayer Vigil on Saturday May 8th.  The vigil will start at 9:00 am on Saturday 

morning and end with the Saturday service at 5:00 pm.   

 
Whether youôve got a few minutes or an hour, come join us as we raise our prayers 

to our Lord. 


